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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE 

 
 
 

Do to others whatever you would have them do to you. 
This is the law and the prophets. -Matthew 7:12 

  
Dear St. Mark Alumni and Alumni Parents: As most of you 
probably know, Bishop Burns and the Diocese of Dallas 
launched a new campaign called "Be Golden" earlier this 
year. The idea behind this effort is to bring the Golden 
Rule back to our community, encouraging everyone to put 
themselves in other people's shoes, and then we'll discover 
that we're more alike than we are different. At the launch 
of the campaign, downtown Dallas was lit up with gold 
lights, and since then, the #BEGOLDEN message has 
spread all over the city. 
  
Our world of late seems to have turned upside down. Our 
society witnesses an extraordinary amount of negative 
rhetoric and behavior on a daily basis, and as educators, 
we see that it's seeping into our children's lives. What was 
once considered unacceptable behavior is slowly 
becoming normalized. As a Catholic school, it is incumbent 
upon us to help combat this shift. It is part of our 
obligation to our students and their families. As such, we 
at St. Mark decided to take the Bishop's message a step 
further and make it the theme of our 2018-19 school year, 

  

  
A NATIONAL SCHOOL 

OF EXCELLENCE  
  

St. Mark Catholic School 
is a two time recipient of the 

U.S. Department of 
Education National Blue Ribbon 
Award. This means that St. Mark 

students   consistently score in 
the top 15% in the nation on 

standardized tests. 
 

 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

 

Follow us and stay 
connected! 
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reinforcing to our students the need to always "BE 
GOLDEN." 
  
At the school level, we are focusing on the true meaning of 
the Golden Rule. Our school mantra is, "Every day we treat 
others as we would treat Jesus Christ, with all our heart, 
mind and soul," which already reinforces this message. It is 
our goal to further bring it to life throughout the school 
year for our students, our staff, and our families. Here are 
just a few examples: 
  
-"Be Golden" staff t-shirts 
-"Golden Ruler" that will travel from class to class (like a 
spirit stick) recognizing classes that exhibit the Golden 
Rule 
-"Be Golden" bulletin boards in the classrooms 
-Special class activities 
-"Be Golden" wall outside the Principal's office with 
monthly Mass recognition for those who earn spots on the 
wall 
-Gold coins for staff to use as rewards 
-Schoolwide "Be Golden" days  
-Morning and afternoon announcements that include a 
"Be Golden" message 
-"Kindness" assemblies incorporating the "Be Golden" 
campaign. 
 
It is our hope that, in partnership with parents, St. Mark 
students learn to embody the Golden Rule and to spread 
that message to others.  
 
For more information about the #BEGOLDEN 
campaign, please click here. We also invite you to become 
a part of our efforts at school. Watch our social media sites 
for news about upcoming "Be Golden" activities, and if you 
have ideas about how you can contribute, please reach out 
to me. After all, it is the Golden Rule by which we should all 
strive to live, and our alumni can serve as excellent role 
models to our students. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Patricia Opon, Principal 
patricia.opon@stmcs.net 
  
P.S. Don't see your recent accomplishment mentioned 
below? Please send it to us at debbie.reed@stmcs.net. 
We'll include it in the next alumni newsletter. 

 
St. Mark alumni are invited to join 
Lifetime Lions, our official alumni 
network. Keep up with former 
classmates, become a mentor to 
current students, and learn about 
opportunities to earn service hours. 
Click here to register. 

 

ST. MARK IN THE NEWS 

 
 

 
Earlier this school year, a group of 
St. Mark students participated in a 
video shoot for the new Children's 
Health "Cape Day" campaign: 
 
https://give.childrens.com/capeday 
 
So proud to see our "super heroes" 
supporting all the heroes at 
Children's! 
______________________________ 
 
The September 21, 2018 issue of 
The Texas Catholic featured a photo 
of St. Mark's "Kindness Assembly" 
with Bishop Lynch High School. 
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ALUMNI UPDATES 

Congratulations to Amy D. '90, a graduate of Bishop 
Lynch High School, and a current Math Teacher and 
Department Chair at Bishop Lynch, for receiving the Edyth 
May Sliffe Award from the Mathematical Association of 
America (MAA). This national teaching award honors her 
outstanding work to spark students' interest in 
mathematics through participation in the MAA American 
Mathematics Competitions. 
 
Sarah H. '16 and Courtney B. '17 were recently inducted 
as Ambassadors at Ursuline Academy of Dallas. 
 
The following Bishop Lynch High School students were 
inducted into the National English Honors Society: Jenny 
C. '17, Kennedy G. '17, Lainey M. '17, Mai-Vi O. '17, Josh 
Q. '17, Zosia S. '17, Charlie S. '16, and Tessa T. '17. 
 
The following John Paul II High School students were 
inducted into honor societies: 
Science National Honor Society: Travis A. '16, Kyanna I. 
'16, Sammie I. '16, Nick L. '15, Nathan M. '16, Matthew 
M. '16, Kevin P. '16 
 
Mu Alpha Theta (math honor society): Nathan M. '16, 
Kevin P. '16 
 
Keanne A. '18 is playing soccer for the Philippines U16 
Girls National team and recently traveled to Nepal for a 
tournament where the team did very well. 

  
Jordan V. '15 is a senior at Ursuline Academy of Dallas and 
is a member of the Jesuit Rangerettes Drill team that 
attended the All American Dance/Drill Team summer 
camp. There, they received the Award of Excellence, and 
Jordan received an "All American Dancer" award. 
 
Izzy C. '15, a senior at Bishop Lynch High School, earned 
All-Tournament honors at the recent 2018 TAPPS Spike 

 
 

FAVORITE ST. MARK 
MEMORY 

 

When registering for "Lifetime 
Lions," you are asked to share your 
favorite St. Mark memories.  
  
Camila G. '09 has fond memories 
of attending football games and 
being on the Cheerleading team. 
Happily, some things never change 
... 
  

   
Fall Pep Rally 2018 

LIONS MENTOR LIONS 

 

Thank you to Julianna S. '16 who 
created some special artwork for 
Mrs. Denvir's classroom that 
reinforces the theme of St. Mark's 
2018-19 school year, "Be Golden."  
 



Down Classic volleyball tournament. She was also 
nominated to the Bishop Lynch Homecoming Court. 
 
Katie F. '15, a senior at Bishop Lynch High School, 
and Elizabeth R. '14, a graduate of Ursuline Academy of 
Dallas, were named 2018 AP Scholars (scores of 3 or higher 
on three or more Advanced Placement exams for college 
credit). 
 
The following Jesuit College Preparatory School students 
received honors at a recent National Merit/AP Scholars 
Recognition Ceremony: Jaibin M. '15 was named an AP 
Scholar with Honor (average score of at least 3.25 on all AP 
exams taken and scores of 3 or higher on four or more 
exams); Ethan J. '15 was named a National Merit 
Commended Scholar and an AP Scholar with Distinction 
(average score of at least 3.5 on all AP exams taken and 
scores of 3 or higher on five or more exams); and Ian S. 
'15 was named a National Merit Hispanic Scholar, a 
National Merit Commended Scholar, and an AP Scholar 
with Honor. 
 
Kevin P. '16 was named John Paul II High School "Athlete 
of the Week" for Cross Country. 
 
Five out of seven members of the John Paul II High School 
Boys Varsity Cross Country team are St. Mark 
alumni: Alexandro C. '15, Sean J. '17, Nick M. '16, Kevin 
P. '16, and Zach V. '17. They are the 2018 TAPPS District 
Champs and placed 8th at State. 

 
 
 

The John Paul II High School JV Boys Cross Country team 
including Jack B. '17 and Travis A. '17 captured the JV 
Boys District Championship. Mary Anne F. '18 is a 
member of the JV Girls Cross Country team that earned JV 
District Runner-Up. 

 
 

 
 
 

Alums help teach students how to 
#BEGOLDEN through "Kindness 

Assemblies." 

 
Jenny C. '17, Izzy C. '15 and 

Sydney B. '17 from Bishop Lynch 
High School 

 



 
Alonso T. '18, a freshman at Bishop Lynch High School, 
won 3rd place in Algebra II at a recent Catholic Math 
League competition. 
 
Jacob T. '14 graduated from the Westwood School in 
Dallas last spring, earning his International Baccalaureate 
diploma. During his senior year, he was named 1st Team 
All-District Defender for soccer. He is attending Hardin 
Simmons University where he was awarded the 
Presidential and Experian College Scholarships. He 
participated in a European soccer tour over the summer, 
has been invited to play in the Dallas Cup international 
soccer tournament in the Spring of 2019 with a team from 
the UK for a third season, and will continue to play soccer 
in college. 
 
Jake R. '18 was elected Senior Patrol Leader for St. Mark 
Boy Scout Troop 285 and is leading the activities of 65 
scouts this year. 
 
The following Ursuline Academy of Dallas students had 
works included in the 2018 issue of Esse, Ursuline's award-
winning magazine produced by students: Uyen L. '14 
(poetry), Hannah F. '15 (photography), Joann N. '15 
(photography) and Sarah H. '16 (poetry). You can view 
their work here. Joann N. '14, Sarah H. '16 and Vivian N. 
'17 also served on the magazine's Selections Committee. 
 
Chelsea A. '16, a junior at Bishop Lynch High School, was 
inducted into the Spanish Honor Society, and was named 
to the TPSMEA All Region Mixed Choir. 
 
Valeria M. '14, a graduate of Ursuline Academy of Dallas 
and a current freshman at Cornell University, is a member 
of Cornell's Women's Polo team. 
 
Justin H. '16 was inducted into the German Honor Society 
at Bishop Lynch High School. 
 
Jordan P. '14, a graduate of Ursuline Academy of Dallas, 
former Jesuit Rangerette, and current freshman at The 
University of Southern California, is a new member of the 
USC "Break Through Hip Hop Team." She also recently 
appeared on The Late Late Show with James Corden. 
 
The John Paul II High School Hockey team won their first 
game of the season. Aaron K. '18 contributed a goal and 
an assist, and James E. '17 also added an assist. Marti F. 
'17 is also a team member. 

 
 

Daniela C. '15 and Ethan M. '15 
from John Paul II High School 

 
One of our 8th graders found an 
unexpected surprise in his 
Literature book that has been 
passed down since 2012. We're not 
sure who the wise alum is who 
wrote this, but we're sure this letter 
has put a smile on many new 8th 
graders' faces over the years! 

 
 

AROUND CAMPUS 
 

Reminisce with us. Learn about all 
of the new things happening at 
your alma mater. Keep up with 
former classmates. Like and share 
on your social media. Follow us 
on Facebook, Instagram, and 
Twitter for all of the updates from 
the St. Mark campus! 
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Sarah H. '16 and Tia T. '16 are members of the Ursuline 
Academy of Dallas Cross Country team that placed 2nd at 
the TAPPS 6A State Championship. 
 
Two St. Mark alums were recently named "JV Football 
Players of the Week" at Jesuit College Preparatory School 
of Dallas: Luke H. '18 (Offense) and Jack P. '18 (Defense). 
 
Sarah H. '16, a junior at Ursuline Academy of Dallas, 
secured an individual medal for finishing in the top 20 at 
the recent Jesuit Cross Country Classic meet.  
 
Athena B. '15, Shelby V. '15 and Paige V. '18 are 
members of the Ursuline Academy of Dallas Swim team 
that won the recent Knights of Columbus Invitational 
Swim Meet. 
 
Tessa T. '17, a sophomore at Bishop Lynch High School, 
raised hens this year and entered them into the State Fair 
of Texas Livestock Show. Her hens won three 1st Place 
ribbons and one 3rd Place ribbon. One hen won "Best in 
Class" and moved on to Champion Row. Tess also won 4th 
place in "Senior Division Showmanship" and was the only 
new contestant to place in that division.    

 
 

Lexie P. '14 is a member of the Varsity Volleyball team 
starting line-up at Simpson College, and is also one of the 
team leaders in number of "kills." 
 
The following Ursuline Academy of Dallas students were 
named to 2018-19 Student Leadership Teams: Lauren N. 
'17 (Campus Beautification), and Savannah H. '15 (School 
Spirit and Unity). 
 

Academic Success: 
 

Two St. Mark students qualified for 
the Duke TIP Grand Recognition 
Ceremony at Duke University: Renil 
G. and Biya C. These students 
qualified by earning scores on 
above-level college entrance 
exams equal to the 90th national 
percentile rank for college-bound 
seniors taking the tests. That 
includes about 4% of Duke TIP 
students. 

 
 
 

The St. Mark Quiz Bowl team 
recently placed 5th out of 18 teams 
at the St. Mark School of Texas 
Lion's Lair Invitational tournament. 
Anthony N. placed 3rd out of 72 
individual players. Alumni Aenghus 
D. '16 and Emilio R. '16 served as 
tournament moderators. 

 
 
 
The St. Mark Speech team won 
two blue ribbons and three red 
ribbons at the recent DPL Speech 
Competition. 



Uyen L. '14, a graduate of Ursuline Academy of Dallas, will 
be among 35 current and five alumnae UA Choir members 
who will travel to Rome over the Christmas holidays and 
perform at the Vatican. 
 
Hannah B. '17 and Lindsey G. '16 are members of the 
John Paull II High School Varsity Volleyball team that 
made it to the second round of the TAPPS 6A Playoffs. 

WAYS TO GIVE TO ST. MARK 

 
St. Mark Catholic School appreciates your support. If you 
would like to make a donation of time, expertise, or 
financial support, please follow the links below. 
 
*Donate your time or expertise. Simply email Debbie 
Reed and let us know what you are interested in 
contributing to our school. Need ideas? Community 
members have provided special presentations to students 
on a variety of topics including cell phone use, the Titanic, 
and the Holocaust. Parents and alumni with interesting 
careers have presented at the St. Mark Career Days, 
others have taught electives on subjects such as the stock 
market and Pinterest projects, and many have served as 
interviewers at the annual 8th grade interview practice 
sessions. 
 
*Gap Fund - This fund helps St. Mark bridge the gap 
between the tuition amount our families pay, and the 
actual cost to educate each student. For 2018-19, that cost 
is $1,195 per student. 
 
*Technology Fund - This fund assists St. Mark with 
keeping current on the technology made available to our 
students. 
  
*Other Monetary Donations - Make a general donation, or 
designate funds towards a specific program such as Fine 
Arts, Athletics, or Robotics. 
 
*Legacy Brick - Commemorate your time as a LION. Buy 
a personalized brick for $100 that will become part of the 
entryway to St. Mark Catholic School. 
 
*Merchant Programs - Raise funds for our school simply by 
linking your Tom Thumb and Kroger shopper cards to St. 
Mark. 

GET INVOLVED! 

 
 
 

Two St. Mark students recently 
participated in the National History 
Bee Qualifier: Anthony N. placed 
4th and Sebastian R. placed 9th. 
Anthony also made it to the final 
round of the Geography Olympiad. 

 
 

Athletic Success: 
 

The undefeated Varsity Football 
team plays in the DPL Semi-Finals 
on Sunday, November 11 at 2:00 
PM at John Paul II High School. 
Come out and cheer them on to the 
Championship game! 

 
 

 
The Varsity Girls Volleyball team 
took home the 2018 DPL 
Championship! 
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We encourage all alumni and alumni families to come back 
to campus as a volunteer, a mentor to our students, or 
simply to take part in our events. If you're a high school 
student, you can even earn service hours!  
 
2018-19 Opportunities: 
 
*The November 15, 2018 Middle School Fall Play, The 
Empress and the Nightingale is in the works. If you are 
interested in volunteering your time, please contact Patty 
Corsi. 
 

 
 
 

* The 2019 Auction & Gala can use your help! Contact Vicki 
Crider if you are interested. 
 
*Can you lend your talents to the 2018-19 Athletics 
Department? We can use your assistance! 

 
May 2019 Monsignor Smyth  

Golf Classic.  
 

If you are interested, please contact Athletic Director, 
Marlene Ehring.  

  

 
 
Three St. Mark students brought 
home trophies from the 2018 
Tennis Tournament held at Bishop 
Dunne High School: 
 
*Alejandro D.: Varsity Boys Singles 
Champ 
 
*Adrian D.: JV Boys Singles Champ 
 
*Jeslyn T.: JV Girls Singles 2nd 
Place 

  

STAY CONNECTED 
 

 Keep us posted! As we receive 
alumni updates, we incorporate 
them into our social media posts, 
weekly school bulletins, and alumni 
communications. Tell us about 
your recent activities and 
accomplishments -- we'd love to 
hear from you! Need to update 
your contact information? 
Simply contact Debbie Reed with 
all of your updates.  
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"ONCE A LION, 

ALWAYS A 
LION!"  
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